REPORT.

 The Committee to whom was referred the memerial of
sundry citizens of Baltimore, complaining of the effects
of Penitentiary labour, upon the Mechanics of that city,

beg leave to ™ , |
REPORT: L

. That shortly after the duty of considering the memori-
2l above mentioned was imposed upon them, they procee-
ded to the city of. Baltimore, for the purpose of making
those enquiries which they deemed to- be necessary to a
full understanding of the subject under examination.—
Finding that they could not finish the task at that city,
within the time they contemplated, they proposed written.
. interrogatcries to many of the Mechanics, Merchants and
Directors. To these enquiries they have received .an-
swers since their return . . :
- _The majority of the committee are of opinion that the
effect of the present management of ihe Feniteniiary la-
bour, is injurious to the Mechanics, into competition
with whose manufactures i
- pared to recommend a chan A

in that institution, until an experimen
made by the manufacture, on a sa i
articles than those now made, nor until the effect of anew
srganization of the government of the Iastitution is pro-
cured. The experiment can be made at little or no cost
to the State, and we may thus ascertain whether some of
the articles now manufactured by power loom cannot be
profitably made by the use of convict labour.

The weavers particularly complain. They are a highl
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useful manufacturing class ‘of the community, and it is
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but right, whatever may be our opinion of the grievance -
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complained of, that an experiment should be made, and
that the labour of. convicts should be se employed ag at
oiice (w susiain them, and Not leave 1n any the beiied that
it interferes with our ingenious and enterprising Me-

« )

"
"

t.:’.ﬁ.'.f.n'{n’i &:uséﬂﬁ ﬂﬂ"ﬁ {‘.




